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Kulturmötet
Philippine Elections 2016

Agenda
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Intro to the SSL Kulturmötet series
Swedish Electoral System. vs Philippine Electoral System
National elections this May: President, Vice President, Senators, Party-list
Presidential candidates: 5
Vice presidential candidates: 6
Senate and Party-lists
Open discussion (comparison of platforms, discussion on candidates, etc.)
Mock elections

Swedish political system
An overview

Definition of “parti”
The common definition of “parti” in sweden is:
"sammanslutning eller grupp av väljare, som uppträder i val under särskild
beteckning".
“A association or group of voters, who occur in a election under a particular
denotation”

1. Three levels

Three levels within political parties all
parties are separated in three levels,

➔

Municipality
Municipal council, elected the same
day as national elections, 290
municipalities

➔

County council
Self-governing local authority, 20
country, might change soon to only 6.
Public health care and public
transportation

➔

National
Party convention, highest organ, that
sets the outlines of the parties agenda

How many political parties
are there in the swedish
riksdag?

Eight! And 349 ledamöter

The left and the green
Vänster partiet, 5,72 %, socialist and
feminist
Social demokraterna, 31.01 %, social
democratic, long history within
Swedish politics
Miljöpartiet, 6,89 %, Green
Environmental Party

“Röd Gröna”

The center.
Sverigedemokraterna, 12,86 %, social
conservative, newest party

The right.
Kristdemokraterna, 4,57 %, christian
democrat and Social conservative
Liberalerna, 5,42 %, social liberal, used
to be called “Folkpartiet”
Centerpartiet, 6.11 %, social liberal
and green, decentralization
Moderaterna, 23,33 %, liberal
conservative

Swedish electoral
system
Voting day, you have to make three
choices: municipality, county council
and national.

Philippine electoral system

Philippine Electoral System
Multi-party system
Presidential
Personality-based politics
Prone to political dynasties
Young democracy
Marcos dictatorship

Voting in the Upcoming Philippine Elections
●
●

President and Vice President: 6-year term, cannot be reelected
Senate
○
○
○

●

House of Representatives (Congress)
○
○

●

24 seats in total, but half is elected every 3 years
Thus, there are 12 open seats for the 2016 elections
6-year term, maximum of 2 consecutive terms
297 seats in total -- 80% are local positions (district representatives) and 20% are
the party-list representatives
3-year term, can be reelected but maximum of 3 consecutive terms

Local positions (province and city/municipality levels): 3-year term

Presidential tickets
Under the Philippine constitution, the President and Vice president are elected
separately.

Candidates for the Presidency

Jejomar Binay
●

Background
○
○
○
○
○

●

Human rights lawyer
Pro-bono lawyer for political prisoners during martial law
Mayor of Makati City (1988-1998, 2001-2010)
MMDA Chairman (1990-1991)
Vice president (2010-present)

Known for
○
○
○
○

Helping Makati become the richest local government unit in
the country
Being presidential adviser on OFW concerns
Being chairperson of Pag-IBIG Fund
Civic work: National President of the Boy Scouts of the
Philippines, Colonel in the Philippine Navy Reserve Force

Source: CNN Philippines

Miriam Defensor Santiago
●

Background
○
○
○
○
○

●

Legal Officer of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees
Judge of the Regional Trial Court of Quezon City (1983-1987)
Commissioner of immigration and deportation (1988-1989)
Secretary of Agrarian reform (1989)
Senator (1995-2001, 2004-2010, 2010-present)

Known for
○

Her academic achievements and numerous awards (including
Ramon Magsaysay Award (1988))

○

Her fiery tirades and her no-holds-barred criticism of her
political opponents, as well as her viral sense of humor

○

being the first Filipino and first Southeast Asian from a
developing country to be elected as judge of the International
Criminal Court

Source: CNN Philippines

Rodrigo Duterte
● Background
○

Lawyer: Special Counsel at the City Prosecution Office in
Davao City from 1977-1979; Fourth Assistant City Prosecutor
from 1979-1981; Third Assistant City Prosecutor from 19811983; and Second Assistant City Prosecutor from 1983-1986

○
○
○

●

Mayor of Davao City (1988-1992, 1992-1995, 1995-1998, 20012004, 2004-2007, 2007-2010, 2013-present)
Vice Mayor, Davao City (1986-1988, 2010-2013)
Congressman, 1st district Davao City (1998-2001)

Known for
○
○
○

His crusade for public safety and order in Davao
His controversial methods in crime-fighting that earned him the
monikers, "The Punisher" and "Duterte Harry"
His hardline stance against suspected criminals and for allegedly
condoning vigilante-style killings in Davao

Source: CNN Philippines

Grace Poe

●

Background
○

Degree in Political Science

○

Convenor of Kontra Daya (poll watchdog organised to prevent
electoral fraud) during 2010 elections

○

Chairwoman, Movie and Television Review and Classification
Board (2010-2012)
Senator (2013-present)

○

●

Known for
○
○

○
○

Topping the 2013 senatorial elections with 20,337,327 votes
Championing the passage at the Upper Chamber of the Freedom of
Information Act as chairperson of the Senate Committee on Public
Information and Mass Media
Being the first lady senator to serve as chairperson of the Senate
Committee on Public Order and Dangerous Drugs
Advocating "intelligent media viewership" instead of "censorship" while
she was head of the Movie and Television Regulatory and Classification
Board

Source: CNN Philippines

Mar Roxas

●

Background
○

Degree in economics; former investment banker

○

Secretary, Department of the Interior and Local Government
(2012-2016)

○

Secretary, Department of Transportation and Communications
(2011-2012)
Senator (2004-2010)
Secretary, Department of Trade and Industry (2000-2003)

○
○
○

●

Congressman, 1st district of Capiz (1993-1995, 1995-1998, 19982001)
■ House Majority Floor leader (1998-2000)

Known for
○
○

Using the nicknames "Mr. Palengke" and "Mr. Padyak" to highlight his
“palengkenomics” and his pro-poor stance
Giving up his presidential bid in 2010 to give way to the candidacy of Benigno
Aquino III after the latter's mother, President and democracy icon, Corazon
C. Aquino, died in 2009

Source: CNN Philippines

·

·
·
·

Criticisms

allegedly committing large-scale corruption involving overpriced buildings, as well as money laundering
perpetuating dynastic rule in Makati. His wife and son became Makati mayors, while his daughter, current Makati
representative, is now running for Makati mayor
his alleged "epal" acts such as the distribution of rosary bracelets — with crosses that had the letter "B" engraved on
them — to the survivors and relatives of the victims of the M/B Kim Nirvana sea mishap near Ormoc City
refusing to release her medical records to the public after announcing that she had "licked" lung cancer
choosing Sen. Bongbong Marcos, son of the late strongman, as her running mate in the 2016 polls despite her anticorruption stance
her scathing remarks, such as when she said, "China invented corruption for all human civilization" during a 2007
Senate hearing on the Philippine government's contract with ZTE Corp

·
·
·

his coarse and brusque language
allegedly tolerating summary executions of criminals in Davao
his infidelity and philandering

·
·
·

insufficient experience and track record in public service
renouncing Filipino citizenship in exchange for U.S. citizenship
allegedly not meeting the 10-year residency requirement for running for President

·
·
·
·

saying in August 2015 that traffic in Metro Manila "arises from prosperity"
questioning moves by legislators to lower individual income tax rates
his elite, haciendero origins
his alleged over-sensitive and irritable behavior

Source: BilangPilipino.com

·
·

Candidates for the Vice Presidency,
Senate, Party-lists

Alan Peter Cayetano
Platform (Consolidated Platform with Duterte):
Juris Doctor, Ateneo Law
He has had an early start in the field of politics.
(1992) youngest councilor at age 22
(1995) youngest vice mayor at age 24
(1998-2004) youngest representative in the 11th Congress at age 27
(2007) youngest chairman of the Senate Blue Ribbon Committee at age 37
(2010) youngest Senate minority leader at age 39
Based on the annual Statement of Assets, Liabilities and Net Worth (SALN)
filed, Cayetano is among the "poorest" members of Senate. He ranked 20th
among 24 senators in 2014 and 2013 with P23.32 million and P21.79 million
net worth, respectively.
Anti-Corruption Advocate, Critical against Former President MacapagalArroyo

●
●
●
●
●
●

Criticism:
●
●
●
●

"It's the Filipino's business to know the truth"
Introducing the Freedom of Information act in Senate (pending).
Pushed to decriminalise libel and defamation (pending)

Pass the FOI
Lift Bank Secrecy Law
Federalise the country and empower the different regions to
establish tourism, agricultural and industrial hubs.
No income tax for 20,000 and below
Requiring all hospitals to have a facility for very poor patients.
Strengthen Conditional Cash Transfer Programme

●

Dissenting stance with Duterte on GMA.
Political Dynasty
Added in the "Napoles List", something that he denies
Being allegedly "ignorant of the peace talks and the Moro
history" after Cayetano, during a February 2015 Senate
hearing on the Mamasapano incident, called the MILF a
"terrorist group."
Allegedly allocating portions of his Priority Development
Assistance Fund for overpriced multi-cabs purchased in 2012
by the Taguig City local government headed by the senator’s
wife, Mayor Lani Cayetano

Chiz Escudero
He has also been honored by the prestigious World Economic
Forum as a Young Global Leader of 2008 in recognition of his
professional accomplishments, commitment to society and
potential to contribute to shaping the future of the world.
Passed the Philippine Bar (1994), earnied his Masters in International
and Comparative Law at Georgetown (1996)
Practicing Lawyer, and Professor (1996-1998)
(1998) elected to Congress, Became Assistant Majority Floor Leader
(2001-2007) Re-elected twice in Congress, in his last term acting as
the Minority Floor Leader
Fond of adding Regional Trial Court Branches. 45 / 57 laws passed
(2012-2015).
An act granting Philippine citizenship to Jessie Josephine Coe
Lichauco
An act defining and penalizing enforced or involuntary
disappearance
Bills (2012-2015)
Anti-EPAL Bill
Decrminalise Libel and Defamation, different Senate Bill than
Cayetano's

Ten Outstanding Young Men of the Philippines in 2005, in
recognition of his selfless dedication as a youth leader.
2nd "poorest" Senator
Thought to have run for President in the previous cycle, but
suddenly aired a TV Commercial Endorsing Aquino and Binay.
Platform:
●
●
●

Pass the FOI
Anti-Corruption
Strengthen Conditional Cash Transfer Programme

Criticisms:
●
●
●

Political Butterfly
Lavish balesin wedding, and with high profile corporate
sponsors
Corporate Interest

Gringo Honasan
Masters in Business Management, Asian Institute of Management
(1981)
Bachelor of Science, Philippine Military Academy (Class Baron)
(1971)
Senator (2013-present)
Senator (2007-2013)
Senator (2001-2004)
Senator (1995-2001)
Honasan is known for being one of the icons of the 1986 People
Power uprising, and being a leader of coup attempts (1986-1989)
against the administration of then President Corazon Cojuangco
Aquino.
Honasan was also one of the alleged brains of the failed May 1,
2001 power grab and siege against then President Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo.
In 2003, Honasan was again pinpointed as the alleged
mastermind of the Oakwood Mutiny.

Clean Air Act of 1999
Clean Water Act
Disaster Risk Reduction Management Act of 2009
Solid Waste Management Act of 2000
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program Extension with Reforms
Law (CARPER)
Platform:
●
●
●
●

Craft a proactive and responsive national security policy
Go after kidnappers, rapists, drug pushers, and terrorists
FOI
Amend the Bangsamoro Basic Law

Criticism:
●

●

The National Bureau of Investigation filed graft charges
against him and eight other public officials for their
involvement in the pork barrel scam. Gringo allegedly
pocketed P1.75 million.
Being a perennial plotter of coups and destabilization
efforts.

Bongbong Marcos
Son of Ferdinand and Imelda Marcos
"Special" Diploma at Oxford
(1980) Vice Governor
(1983) Governor
(1992) Congress
(1998-2007) Governor, twice re elected
(2007) Congress, Deputy Minority Leader
Philippine Archipelagic Baselines Law, or Republic
Act No. 9522
National Health Insurance Act

Platforms:
●
Wants Bilateral Talks with China
●
Strengthen Bangsamoro Basic Law
●
Strengthen Disaster Response and Rehabilitation
●
Improve Agriculture
Criticisms:
●
Denial of human rights violations and atrocities during
the Martial Law era and continuing to champion his
father's legacy, despite documentation of human rights
abuses during the latter's administration
●
Saying in August 2015 that there was nothing wrong
about Martial Law and that he and his family were not
obliged to apologize to the Filipino people
●
Not being clear about his Oxford University record —
he didn't get a degree there but, rather, just a diploma

Leni Robredo
Platform:
●

Strengthening and Giving Focus to other Regions

●

Institutionalize the CCT Programme

●

Micro-Enterprise Support

(1986) Economics at UP Diliman

●

Women's rights and empowerment

(1990) Law at Nueva Caceres, Passed the Bar

●

Amend Contractualization Law

●

Support work done with UNCLOS on the West Philippine Sea

Widow of DILG Secretary Jesse Robredo

Criticism:

(2013) Congress

●

Focus given to her after Jesse Robredo's passing.

HB 3432: Comprehensive Anti-Discrimination

●

Not enough experience in Politics

HB 19: Full Disclosure Policy

●

Deciding to run as Liberal Party vice presidential candidate.

HB 3237: Freedom of Information

Critics say it's "political suicide" for Robredo to be part of
"Tuwad Na Daan

Co-Authored the Anti-Dynasty Bill

Antonio Trillanes
(1995) Cum Laude, BS Naval System Engineering PMA
(2002) Public Administration
Known For: Oakwood Mutiny, detained for 7 years, until Pardoned by
Aquino in 2010.
Ran for Senate in 2007 while being detained.
Part of the back-door negotiations between Philippines and China in
2012.
"Poorest" Senator
During the 16th Congress (2013–present) he ranks 1st based on the total
number of: National Bills passed into law (as Principal Author) (7 bills),
National Bills passed into law (as Principal Sponsor) (9 bills), Committee
Reports filed (32 bills). 9 have been passed into law; 13 have been
approved on 3rd reading; 10 are pending for deliberations.
During the 15th Congress (2010-2013) he ranked 1st based on the total
number of: National Bills (as Principal Sponsor) passed into law,
National Bills (as Principal Author) passed into law (15th Congress).

RA 10644: An Act Promoting the Reduction of Poverty through the
Development of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (Co-Sponsor)
RA 10173: Data Privacy Act Of 2012 (Principal Author)
RA 10121: Philippine Disaster Risk Reduction And Management
System Act Of 2010 (Co-Author)
RA 10606: National Health Insurance Act Of 1995 (Amended) (CoAuthor)
RA 9502: Cheaper Medicines (Co-Author)
Platform:
●
●
●

Anti-Corruption
Would support Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement
(EDCA) between the United States and the Philippines.
Amend the Bangsamoro Basic Law.

Criticisms:
●
●

Used violence and threats to be heard, through the mutiny.
Spending P18 million in consultancy fees in 2014. Among
Trillanes' consultants was his brother, who was reportedly
receiving P71,000 in monthly fees.

Senate Candidates (12 seats for 2016 elections)
ALBANI, SHARIFF (IND)
ALI, ALDIN (WPPPMM)
ALUNAN, RAFFY (IND)
AMBOLODTO, INA (LP)
ARQUIZA, GODOFREDO (IND)
BALIGOD, LEVITO (IND)
BELGICA, GRECO (IND)
BELLO, WALDEN (IND)
CAM, SANDRA (PMP)
CHAVEZ, MEL (WPPPMM)
COLMENARES, NERI (MKBYN)
DE LIMA, LEILA (LP)
DOMAGOSO, ISKO MORENO (PMP)
DORONA, RAY (IND)
DRILON, FRANK (LP)
GADON, LARRY (KBL)
GATCHALIAN, WIN (NPC)
GORDON, DICK (IND)
GUINGONA, TG (LP)

HONTIVEROS, RISA (AKBYN)
KABALU, EID (IND)
KAPUNAN, ATTY. LORNA (AKSYON)
KIRAM, PRINCESS JACEL (UNA)
LACSAMANA, ALMA MORENO (UNA)
LACSON, PANFILO PING (IND)
LANGIT, REY (UNA)
LAPID, MARK (AKSYON)
LIBAN, DANTE (IND)
MAGANTO, ROMEO (LAKAS)
MANZANO, EDU (IND)
MONTANO, ALLAN (UNA)
MONTAÑO, MON (IND)
NAPEÑAS, GETULIO (UNA)
OPLE, SUSAN (NP)
OSMEÑA, SERGIO III (IND)
PACQUIAO, MANNY (UNA)

PAEZ, MR. COOP (IND)
PAGDILAO, SAMUEL (IND)
PALPARAN, JOVITO JR. (IND)
PANGILINAN, KIKO (LP)
PETILLA, CARLOS JERICHO (LP)
RECTO, RALPH (LP)
ROMUALDEZ, MARTIN (LAKAS)
ROMULO, ROMAN (IND)
SANTIAGO, DIONISIO (IND)
SOTTO, VICENTE (NPC)
TOLENTINO, FRANCIS (IND)
VALEROSO, DIOSDADO (IND)
VILLANUEVA, JOEL TESDAMAN (LP)
ZUBIRI, MIGZ (IND)

Party-List Race
●

Republic Act No. 7941 or the Party-List System Act

●
●

Signed into law on March 3, 1995
Designed as a way to bring representation to sectoral, minority, and different groups in
congress.

●

The votes are arranged in descending order, with the parties that won at least 2% of the
national vote are given one seat, with additional seats determined by a formula depending
on the number of votes garnered, with no party winning more than three seats.

●

115 Party-lists are currently vying for seats.

Party-List Race
Agriculture
Academics, Professional Groups
Indigenous Groups
Regional Groups
Agriculture
Health
OFW

Cooperatives
Women's Rights
Labour
Disabled
Senior Citizens
Anti-Corruption
Environment
Pro-Life

Latest results of opinion polls
(as of March 19, 2016)

President

Vice
President
Source: Pulse Asia Research Inc.

Senate

Source: SWS

Senate

Source: SWS

Helpful links:
Comelec: http://www.comelec.gov.ph/
Bilang Pilipino (TV5, PhilStar, and partners): http://www.bilangpilipino.com/
ABS-CBN: http://news.abs-cbn.com/halalan2016/home
GMA: http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/eleksyon2016/home
CNN Philippines: http://cnnphilippines.com/tags/topic/2016_Elections
Inquirer: http://www.inquirer.net/halalan-2016-philippine-elections
Rappler: http://www.rappler.com/nation/politics/elections/2016
Philippine Star: http://www.philstar.com/election-2016

Points for Discussion
●

Comparison of Swedish and Philippine electoral systems
○
○

●

Pros and cons of the candidates in the Philippine elections
○
○

●

What are the advantages and disadvantages of each system?
What changes would you like to see?

Etc.

Qualities we personally look for in the candidates
Our personal preferences and why

